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Lavern became the firm's first Talent and Recruiting
Partner in 2018 and since then has served in the firm's
lead role for managing attorney recruitment and
development. In 2024, Lavern was selected to serve as
the firm's General Counsel.

In addition to being FordHarrison's first Talent and Recruiting
Partner, Lavern is a member of the firm's Diversity Executive
Council

Prior to taking on this role, Lavern concentrated her legal practice
on defending employers in discrimination, harassment, wage and
hour, whistle-blower, retaliation, employment/business torts and
wrongful termination litigation, in both state and federal courts.

Lavern also represented employers in defending charges of
discrimination before the EEOC, state and local human rights
commissions. Lavern has experience in representing employers in
a variety of industries, including airline, banking, cable installation,
correction, healthcare, insurance, retail, restaurant, and not-for-
profit industries.

Lavern frequently counseled employers on employee discipline,
terminations, sexual harassment avoidance, and internal
investigations. Lavern also conducted employee trainings, and

drafted settlement agreements, general releases, employee policies

and employee handbooks.

During law school, Lavern was a Moot Court Board Member and
placed in the Top Ten Overall Best Oral Advocates at the 2005
William H. McGee Civil Rights Moot Court Competition. She also
participated in the Black Law Students' Association serving as its
President from 2004-2005. Lavern is a member of Phi Delta Phi
Honor Society and served as a Stetson Ambassador. Lavern also

served as a judicial intern for the Honorable Mark A. Pizzo, District

Court for Middle District of Florida.

Representative Experience

» Represented nationwide healthcare client in jury trial of

EDUCATION

» Stetson University College of
Law ((J.D., cum laude, 2006)
)

» University of the West Indies,
Mona Campus ((B.A., with
honors, 2000))

BAR ADMISSIONS

» Florida

COURT ADMISSIONS

» U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of Florida

» U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of Florida

» U.S. District Court for the
Middle District of Florida

FIRM LEADERSHIP

» General Counsel

» Talent and Recruiting Partner
» Management Group

» Diversity Executive Council
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Florida tort claims in 2012.

» Defended a Florida-based airline in jury trial of whistle-
blower claim in 2011.

» Defended a local hospital in jury trial of whistle-blower claim
in 2010.

» Defended a healthcare client in federal discrimination,
hostile work environment and retaliation case in 2010.

» Defended a local bank in Florida state court jury trial of a
race discrimination claim in 2009.

» Defended a large national staffing company in a jury trial of
Florida workers' compensation retaliation claim in 2009.

» Represented clients before the EEOC and state and local
human rights commissions in multiple charges of
discrimination, harassment and retaliation

» Per Florida Bar rules, information on litigation and other legal
successes has not been disclosed but is available upon request.

Honors & Awards

» The Best Lawyers in America - Litigation - Labor and
Employment (2018-2021, 2023-2025), Employment Law -
Management (2019-2026)

» 2009, 2010, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, and
2019 "Florida Rising Star" by Super Lawyers magazine

» Recognized by Tampa Connection, a local all volunteer not-
for-profit leadership program for community leadership and
volunteer service

» Leadership Council on Legal Diversity, 2015 Class of
Fellows

Memberships

» Leadership Council on Legal Diversity, Fellow, 2015

» Leadership Council on Legal Diversity, Atlanta Co-City
Lead, 2020 - Present

» American Bar Association
» The Florida Bar

News & Insights

» May 09, 2024 - "FordHarrison Taps Longtime Atty As New
General Counsel," Law360 Pulse

» August 17, 2023 - Fourteen Atlanta-Based FordHarrison
Attorneys Listed in the 2024 Best Lawyers in America and
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Five Listed in Ones To Watch

Offices

» Atlanta:
271 17th Street NW, Suite 1900
Atlanta, Georgia 30363
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